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Governor Dave Heineman
State of Nebraska

State Capitol, Second Floor
Lincoln, NE 68509-4863

Dear Governor Heineman,

When | met with you last month, you asked if the Commission could provide the "college going"
rate for each Nebraska high school. After consulting with our colleagues at the Nebraska
Department of Education, we quickly determined that data are not available to provide that rate.
| let Lauren Hill know that was the case shortly after our meeting, but | indicated to her that we
were interested in the question, too, and would work to provide the most focused data we could.

The accompanying report provides our estimate of college going rates by county for all 93
Nebraska counties for the high school graduating class of 2005-2006. We include graduates of
both public and private high schools. We provide best-available data on graduates who
attended Nebraska institutions (including public, independent, and, for the first time, for-profit
degree-granting and non-degree-granting institutions). We're confident of the accuracy of that
data. About 56% of Nebraska's 2006 high school graduating class attended a Nebraska
postsecondary institution the following fall.

Data are not available by county on Nebraska high school graduates who attend college outside
the state. Using national data, we can, however, provide an estimate of the out-of-state college
continuation rate for the state as a whole -- 12.4%. Adding those two numbers together, we
estimate that about 68% of Nebraska's 2006 high school graduates attended a postsecondary
institution the following fall. We provide an analysis of where Nebraska students go when they
attend an out-of-state institution.

Finally, college going rates by county vary widely -- from 19% to 100%, with, interestingly
enough, no correlation with county size. Maps and tables provide that information. As you travel
the state, you'll have many opportunities to both praise past success and encourage needed
improvement.

We appreciate your interest in and support of postsecondary education in Nebraska and look
forward to working closely with you and your staff to maximize the impact Nebraska
postsecondary institutions have on the well-being of the state. Please let us know if you have
guestions or comments.

Cordially,
%/( oLy d(/«_,L,(
Marshall A. Hill
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Table 3 Continued
Estimated In-State College Continuation Rates by County for 2005-06 Nebraska High School Graduates
Who Enrolled at Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions during Fall 2006
(Counties in Order by College Continuation Rate)

Footnotes:
'Data source: Nebraska Department of Education.

*The number of first-time freshmen from the county who enrolled at Nebraska postsecondary institutions within 12 months of high school graduation.
The total number of freshmen from each county is based on data obtained through the CCPE County Residence and Migration Survey. In response
to this survey, each postsecondary institution in Nebraska reported the number of first-time freshmen from each county in Nebraska who attended
the institution in fall 2006. The numbers reported by all institutions were summed to determine the total number of freshmen from each county.

® The estimated in-state college continuation rate for a county equals the number of first-time freshmen from the county who enrolled within

12 months of high school graduation at postsecondary institutions in Nebraska during the fall of 2006 divided by the number of students who
graduated from public and nonpublic (private) high schools in the county during the 2005-06 school year. The resulting fraction is multiplied by
100 to express the rate as a percentage.

Technical Note:

Estimated in-state college continuation rates are not reported for Harlan and McPherson counties because the reported number of first-time
freshmen who graduated from the high school in each county within 12 months of enroliment at Nebraska colleges and universities exceeded
the number of graduates reported by the high school to the Nebraska Department of Education, suggesting that there are reporting errors.
However, since only 19 students were reported to graduate from Alma Public Schools in Harlan county and only 9 students were reported to
graduate from the McPherson County High School in 2005-06, the reporting errors do not significantly affect the estimated in-state continuation
rate for the state as a whole.
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Table 4
Estimated In-State College Continuation Rates by County for 2005-06 Nebraska High School Graduates
Who Enrolled at Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions during Fall 2006
(Counties in Alphabetical Order)
Number of Nebraska High School Graduates Number of Freshmen .
C?\j%nty County Name 2005-06 School Year' from the Co%nty EStlrgiﬁﬁ]Hgﬁsﬁtagggege
Public Nonpublic Total Fall 2006
1 Adams 300 48 348 258 74.1%
2 Antelope 107 22 129 81 62.8%
3 Arthur 8 0 8 3 37.5%
4 Banner 18 0 18 6 33.3%
5 Blaine 10 0 10 8 80.0%
6 Boone 112 0 112 68 60.7%
7 Box Butte 151 0 151 92 60.9%
8 Boyd 27 0 27 16 59.3%
9 Brown 53 0 53 32 60.4%
10 Buffalo 459 55 514 312 60.7%
11 Burt 102 0 102 62 60.8%
12 Butler 91 53 144 92 63.9%
13 Cass 257 0 257 165 64.2%
14 Cedar 135 36 171 101 59.1%
15 Chase 66 0 66 23 34.8%
16 Cherry 84 0 84 44 52.4%
17 Cheyenne 121 0 121 70 57.9%
18 Clay 67 0 67 59 88.1%
19 Colfax 165 0 165 130 78.8%
20 Cuming 112 35 147 80 54.4%
21 Custer 174 0 174 96 55.2%
22 Dakota 204 0 204 87 42.6%
23 Dawes 98 0 98 57 58.2%
24 Dawson 305 0 305 166 54.4%
25 Deuel 48 0 48 9 18.8%
26 Dixon 79 0 79 43 54.4%
27 Dodge 436 31 467 259 55.5%
28 Douglas 4,555 967 5,522 2,728 49.4%
29 Dundy 17 0 17 13 76.5%
30 Fillmore 79 0 79 51 64.6%
31 Franklin 28 0 28 28 100.0%
32 Frontier 56 0 56 16 28.6%
Continued on the next page.
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Table 4 Continued
Estimated In-State College Continuation Rates by County for 2005-06 Nebraska High School Graduates
Who Enrolled at Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions during Fall 2006
(Counties in Alphabetical Order)
Number of Nebraska High School Graduates Number of Freshmen .
C(ID\luonty County Name 2005-06 School Year' from the Cognty EStlrgiﬁﬁ]Hgﬁsﬁtagggege
] Public Nonpublic Total Fall 2006
33 Furnas 80 0 80 45 56.3%
34 Gage 254 0 254 152 59.8%
35 Garden 25 0 25 11 44.0%
36 Garfield 46 0 46 21 45.7%
37 Gosper 25 0 25 17 68.0%
38 Grant 9 0 9 6 66.7%
39 Greeley 43 9 52 32 61.5%
40 Hall 633 49 682 400 58.7%
41 Hamilton 124 0 124 80 64.5%
42 Harlan 19 0 19 26 See technical note
43 Hayes 25 0 25 6 24.0%
44 Hitchcock 13 0 13 13 100.0%
45 Holt 158 15 173 123 71.1%
46 Hooker 15 0 15 3 20.0%
47 Howard 115 0 115 57 49.6%
48 Jefferson 137 0 137 43 31.4%
49 Johnson 73 0 73 37 50.7%
50 Kearney 114 0 114 56 49.1%
51 Keith 120 0 120 62 51.7%
52 Keya Paha 7 0 7 3 42.9%
53 Kimball 39 0 39 22 56.4%
54 Knox 142 0 142 92 64.8%
55 Lancaster 2,199 359 2,558 1,535 60.0%
56 Lincoln 382 33 415 203 48.9%
57 Logan 11 0 11 4 36.4%
58 Loup 10 0 10 7 70.0%
59 McPherson 9 0 9 13 See technical note
60 Madison 488 96 584 329 56.3%
61 Merrick 70 39 109 69 63.3%
62 Morrill 50 0 50 29 58.0%
63 Nance 75 0 75 30 40.0%
64 Nemaha 100 0 100 52 52.0%
Continued on the next page.
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Table 4 Continued
Estimated In-State College Continuation Rates by County for 2005-06 Nebraska High School Graduates
Who Enrolled at Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions during Fall 2006
(Counties in Alphabetical Order)
Number of Nebraska High School Graduates Number of Freshmen .
C?\j%nty County Name 2005-06 School Year' from the Co%nty Estlrg(a;:]etic:]lljr;-tisgﬁtagglslege
) Public Nonpublic Total Fall 2006

65 Nuckolls 80 0 80 46 57.5%
66 Otoe 204 22 226 112 49.6%
67 Pawnee 42 0 42 14 33.3%
68 Perkins 37 0 37 13 35.1%
69 Phelps 95 0 95 74 77.9%
70 Pierce 116 0 116 80 69.0%
71 Platte 340 97 437 253 57.9%
72 Polk 99 0 99 39 39.4%
73 Red Willow 132 0 132 61 46.2%
74 Richardson 92 17 109 43 39.4%
75 Rock 20 0 20 10 50.0%
76 Saline 183 0 183 112 61.2%
77 Sarpy 1,517 140 1,657 944 57.0%
78 Saunders 225 52 277 150 54.2%
79 Scottsbluff 407 0 407 224 55.0%
80 Seward 227 0 227 114 50.2%
81 Sheridan 75 0 75 33 44.0%
82 Sherman 30 0 30 22 73.3%
83 Sioux 10 0 10 5 50.0%
84 Stanton 30 0 30 30 100.0%
85 Thayer 89 0 89 38 42.7%
86 Thomas 12 0 12 8 66.7%
87 Thurston 74 0 74 45 60.8%
88 Valley 53 0 53 40 75.5%
89 Washington 242 0 242 120 49.6%
90 Wayne 120 0 120 66 55.0%
91 Webster 56 0 56 26 46.4%
92 Wheeler 8 0 8 5 62.5%
93 York 169 26 195 113 57.9%

Nebraska County Unknown 47

Nebraska Total 18,918 2,201 21,119 11,720 55.5%

Continued on the next page.
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Table 4 Continued
Estimated In-State College Continuation Rates by County for 2005-06 Nebraska High School Graduates
Who Enrolled at Nebraska Postsecondary Institutions during Fall 2006
(Counties in Alphabetical Order)

Footnotes:
'Data source: Nebraska Department of Education.

*The number of first-time freshmen from the county who enrolled at Nebraska postsecondary institutions within 12 months of high school graduation.
The total number of freshmen from each county is based on data obtained through the CCPE County Residence and Migration Survey. In response
to this survey, each postsecondary institution in Nebraska reported the number of first-time freshmen from each county in Nebraska who attended
the institution in fall 2006. The numbers reported by all institutions were summed to determine the total number of freshmen from each county.

® The estimated in-state college continuation rate for a county equals the number of first-time freshmen from the county who enrolled within

12 months of high school graduation at postsecondary institutions in Nebraska during the fall of 2006 divided by the number of students who
graduated from public and nonpublic (private) high schools in the county during the 2005-06 school year. The resulting fraction is multiplied by
100 to express the rate as a percentage.

Technical Note:

Estimated in-state college continuation rates are not reported for Harlan and McPherson counties because the reported number of first-time
freshmen who graduated from the high school in each county within 12 months of enroliment at Nebraska colleges and universities exceeded
the number of graduates reported by the high school to the Nebraska Department of Education, suggesting that there are reporting errors.
However, since only 19 students were reported to graduate from Alma Public Schools in Harlan county and only 9 students were reported to
graduate from the McPherson County High School in 2005-06, the reporting errors do not significantly affect the estimated in-state continuation
rate for the state as a whole.
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